Kyrene de la Sierra

P.T.O. General Meeting Minutes

March 17, 2015

Meeting called to order: 9:06







Meeting adjourned:  10:08

Attendees: Lisa Connor, Monica Gellman, Shannon Reagan, Dee Hruschka, Bethany Brown, Amanda Holtom, Liz Hill, Mitch Klann, Niccoli Anderson, Kimberly Tussing, Brittny Strubbe, Analia Soto, Kim Graber, Carol Phillips, Brian Milsaps, Lori Milsaps, Erin Myers, Tara Bellino, Kevin Cullen, Gail Kronick, Margo Lipari, Louise Tague, Lisa Smith

Previous Meeting minutes: Approved 
Treasury Report - Shannon Reagan:
Beginning cash balance:  $27,538.63






Total income:  $32,888.84






Total expenses:  ($20,989.67)






Ending cash balance:  $39,437.80
Principal’s Report – Mrs. Connor

1. Staff evaluations – Sierra’s have been completed for a while now, so Mrs. Connor has been helping complete evaluations at Monte Vista for the past 4-5 weeks, as she is familiar with their staff.

2. Ongoing budget concerns/ways to meet new budget: 

· Sierra cut $5K from the substitute teacher budget, because the staff has had great attendance and has not needed to fully utilize this. 

· The Library’s budget for purchasing new books has been completely cut and will solely rely on Scholastic credits earned through our book fairs.

· The School Business budget was completely cut; it was a fund used to pay for substitutes while teachers were gone for evaluations, etc. 

· The biggest cut was $10K from M & O (maintenance and operation), which was originally a $15K budget and is an area where PTO can help with purchasing paper, copying costs, and other supplies that would have previously come from the M & O budget. The biggest cost tends to be from printing, and the staff will be looking for additional ways to decrease printing/paper usage and go as paperless as possible.

· Reminder that PTO legally cannot help with anything else in the budget, including staffing costs.

· Two key areas she will prioritize: Reading Club and small student/teacher ratios.

· The Supply budget excess will carry over to following years; $4K is expected to roll over into next year.

· The district has changed the special class times from 50 minutes to 45 minutes (which we have had in the past); this translates to a $20K savings for Sierra’s budget.

· The District has cut 2 positions that were scheduled for next year: a teacher in 3rd grade and in 5th grade. These would have been new hires; we are not losing current teachers due to this change.

· There will be staff changes and decisions made due to life events, so Mrs. Connor is waiting until she receives all of this information when contracts are due to be signed in mid- to late-April, before setting all of the staff placements for next school year.

· Monica Gellman provided information on the recent Arizona legislature votes that cut public school funding ($1.2M will be cut from Kyrene). The results were as follows: Senator Jeff Dial (R) voted NO (to not cut school funding), Representative Bob Robson (R) was a no-show (did not vote), and Representative Jill Norgaard (R) voted YES (to cut school funding).
· The state legislature vote as to whether to cut Common Core is taking place soon. If it is passed, the new curriculum will be due in July. More information may be obtained at the school district’s website and Facebook page, as well as others, and PTO can give those to any interested parties. Mrs. Connor: “Not having Common Core means we will lose some Federal funding.” 
· Parent question: one mom heard a rumor that other Kyrene schools were combining grades for certain subjects or classes…Mrs. Connor said Sierra will not be doing this.
· Parent question regarding math program: Does Tempe Union help develop our math programs at the elementary level? Mrs. Connor said yes, they do have input.
President & Committee Reports 
1. PTO Executive Board positions and Committee Chairs that are as of yet unassigned/uncommitted: 
BOARD - Financial Administrator, Treasurer, 1 Co-Secretary, Volunteer Coordinator.
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON: 5th Grade Celebration, 1 Read-a-Thon Co-Chair, Staff Appreciation, Hospitality Co-Chair (Brittny Strubbe will train to replace her for the future), Yearbook, 2 Fall Fundraiser co-chairs.
2. Read-A-Thon – Raised over $10,000. Ethan Green won the Kindle Fire.

3. Restaurant Nights 
– March 17 at Perfect Pear, Sierra will receive 20% of sales all day.
– “Be…an Artist” paint fundraiser: Sunday, March 22. 20% goes to Sierra. Owned and offered by Sierra parent Sandy Marshall.
4. Movie Night – April 10 (Big Hero 6) – Vendors lined up, just need to arrange for posters. The new school band will be playing near the playground/entrance area.

5. Supply Packs – on sale online in April. We will buy a few extras (can be returned to vendor for full refund) to sell, possibly for a profit, at Meet The Teacher Night.

6. Teacher Appreciation – week of May 4 – lunches for staff all week; we’ll be asking for gift card donations.

7. PSC Report – Dr. Schauer provided a lot of budget information and also talked about “pathways” from elementary schools into middle schools with specific curriculums/interests.

8. 5th Grade Celebration – Bethany Brown – It’s going well and we’re all set.

9. Yearbook – Final deadline to buy a yearbook is March 28 @$25. After that, we will have a limited amount to be sold @$30ea.
10. Fall Festival – has been set to the first Friday in November (Nov. 6).
MISCELLANEOUS

- No school Friday, April 3.


- Upcoming PTO General Meetings – April 14 & May 12 at 9am.

Respectfully submitted by:
Amanda Holtom

PTO Co-Secretary
